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T, V. SOONG AND A "SOUTH CHINA CORFEDERATION"

As evidence of the clezvage between the cnbkiang and Xwangtung political

oliques, due to divergence on political matters, the South China members of
the Legislative Yuan recently telegraphed Fa Ping.chang to resign his new ap-
pointment as Minister of Foreign Affairs. They also decided to oppose Li
Tsung-Jen's declaration favaring peaceful surrender. These actione are aigns
that & nev gromping 1s taking plase, and euch signs are daily becoming mare
clear, Ever since T, V. Scong cams to Fuang-chou as governer of Kwangtung,
the idea of a "United Kwangtung" bas been growing like a rising wage, "As a
mtter of fact, T. V. Soong is becoming the leader of this moveaent,

Sinoce Fresident Chiang's withdrawal, the opinions cf msn prominent in
the KMT have tended to become more diverse, some favaring the acceptance of
the CCP's eigit-voint basis for peauo consultations, others taking the pcsi-
tion that these harsh and damineering deminds ¥hould be rejected. The great
majority of the people of South China, iucluding military, politicel, amd
party mep, as woll as remresentatives of the poople are againet accepting the
CCP’s terms and favor Ir Sun K'n'e earlier policy of an “honorable peace."
The appearanda of the demand for a "United Xwangtung” and a "South China Con-
feleration®™ 1s the projection of this policy, and the evidence that it is tak-
ing definite form.

At this junoture, Cheng Yen-fen made 2 trip to Ch'i-k'ou [To interview
President Chia and thon to Hong Komg. On 25 March, T, V. Soung arrived in
Ruang-chou in the midet of a very tense political situation, He wae plainly
the central figure. He had some long talks vith Sun K'0, then premier, and
with Hsueh Yueh, governor of Kwvangtng on how to keep Evangtung's finances
steady and how to Incresse ity defensive wtrength, KNow it ic very plain that
power must come first, after vhich other matters may be discussed. Military
and econamic power are indispensable, A South Chine Confederation must have
these kinds of power if 1t is to achieve anything. Hence, the main purpose
of T, V. Soong's coming to Kuang-chou was to solve the primary problems of
stabilizing Rwvangtung's econcmic situation ani providing the necessary sup-.
port far strong military farces, After conferring with military, political,
and party men, he egreed to provide £n unspecified amount of US dollars, chich
large sum would be sufficient either to establish in Kvangtung more than five
divislons of peace-pregervation troops or perhaps to issue a supplementary
currency. )
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‘21though & South China Confederation is already assuming & more or less
definite form, things have st1ll not come to the point where it oan make its
‘publiv. appearance, The leaders mast watch to see what the situaticn ie after
the pesce talks are over. If the Govermment were to concede t0o much to the

“ICCP, this poverful confederation might organize & new anti-Communist govern-
ment with South' China as 1ts.-base and continue to contest with the Commnlets
the soyerelgnty of Chira. Furthermors, in the Pleld of international rela-

" tloms, 1t would seek to secure the aid and support of other anti-Comminist
nations.. Recently, it 1s rumored that T. V. Soong {s about to go ‘to Europe
to advooate the idea of a Pacific Pact, On the other hand, 4f the peace talks
should prodeed auspiolously, and a general peace should be attained, the South
China Confederation would become mersly a latent power,

.. Neverthelesns, there are those who observe that if, unfortunately, the
" pende talks should fail, add the Coomunists should orops the Yangtze River
. ‘and‘oooupy ‘territory south of the river, it would take them over a yesr %o
- nsslmilate ‘that. territery, during which time Scuth China would have. the op-
_portunity to complete-1te defenses, In viéw of thess conaiderations, some
. men- see’in-T, V. Soong's leadsrship of & South China Confedsration a new sig-
.~ board. foar “he.XMT, & measure uecessary to:be adopted now while it ia not yet
" nown whether. the pease  talks will succeed or fail. No metter whit the insids
oo orgeaizavion of the South China Pederaticn may bé, 1t is in its nature a com-
. bination ‘opposed to:surrender; & new kind of feriment in the rield of politice
T which is daily becoing more definite.
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